Sex tourism in Cebu and Brazil

Dear colleagues and friends,

For all those who have been fighting against sexual exploitation of women and children and other crime in relation to tourism, the proposal to “brighten nightlife” in Goa to lure more tourists must be alarming. In fact, the Indian newspaper Navindh Times reported on 7 February that the Union tourism minister, Ms Renuka Chowdhury, had expressed the opinion that as part of a promotional campaign called ‘Atithi Devo Bhavah’ that especially targets the stakeholders of tourism industry in Goa, “the nightlife needs to be introduced in innovative way so that the visiting foreign guests can get additional recreational facilities during the night vis-a-vis also help the state to make its economic growth.” When pointed out that the local police are hand-in-glove with those promoting vices such as drugs, prostitution and other crime, the minister’s reply was quite simple: This question should be asked to the responsible home ministry.

Meanwhile, it should be well known how difficult it is to eradicate sex tourism once it has taken root in Third World destinations. One reason is that tour operators, local tourism entrepreneurs as well as government officials often tolerate or even actively participate in this illicit trade. In today’s Clearinghouse, we present related case studies from Cebu, the Philippines, and Brazil to illustrate once again that despite campaigns at all levels to protect vulnerable groups from prostitution, the sex tourism industry is still proliferating in many parts of the world.

Yours truly,

Anita Pleumarom

Tourism Investigation & Monitoring Team
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WISING UP ON SEXUAL TRAFFICKING OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN

by Delia Jurado

February 16, 2005

Consider this: The Philippines ranks fourth among nine nations with 60,000 to 100,000 children involved in prostitution.

The Province of Cebu, as the most densely populated island in the country and Cebu City, as the second most significant urban center in the Philippines has successfully promoted the region as a tourist destination where one can mix business with pleasure.

The dark side, unfortunately, is that Cebu is considered as one of the top five areas for child prostitution and sex tourism. Cebu City has become the destination point of internal and domestic trafficking of children as young as 11 to 17 years old coming from Samar, Bohol, Leyte, Negros and Bacolod.

The Philippines has been identified as source, transit and destination country for internationally trafficked persons. Filipinas are trafficked to destinations in Asia, Europe, the Middle East and North America and most of them are forced to work in the sex industry, 80 percent of the women working in Japan go as entertainers, a primary channel of prostitution in Asia. Domestic helpers in the Middle East are often sexually exploited.

The enormity of this deplorable phenomena, which has become monstrously global, was tackled at a Philippine Conference called Catch-Wise- Consortium Against Trafficking of Children and Women in Sexual Exploitation held last week at the Holiday Plaza in Cebu.

The conference determined to solve the persistence of sex trafficking on a global scale defining the Demand, Supply and Impunity and how it thrives within a background of poverty and a breakdown of a moral and social values. Specifics such as cultural dysfunctions were defined-the perception among many men that women are not created equal and thus, considered as sexual objects.

"The Filipino culture allows men to 'be men'-the worn-out notion that men are naturally polygamous and promiscuous. This explains the utter lack of moral restraint among many men to satisfy their sexual needs at the expense of other women, often times even children. The Filipino male thinks of sex as a rite of passage, that before boys become men, they must test their manhood first. Because of the belief that sex with a virgin restores virility, this notion creates a higher demand for younger women and children to fall prey to the wiles of the trafficker and the sex trade."

A delegation of representatives from the European Union and a German Foundation defined their stand-solving the problem from the source and destination and pledged identified sources of funding.

Significantly, they did make the observation that while Philippine NGOs and government agencies involved in the issue of sexual trafficking of women and children did not lack awareness and assessment, the implementation of solutions was bogged down because of insufficient funding.

They emphasized that the main thrust of their presence was to encourage the agencies to avail of funding. "Out of 45 project proposals they received worldwide, only four came from the Philippines."

It was pointed out that project proposals for financing has been bogged down by the lack of experts who can professionally formulate the request. The conference ended with the signing of a Declaration for Mutual Cooperation against Trafficking among members of Catch-Wise 2005.

They are: Justice and Peace and Integrity of Creation-Integrated Development Center, Inc.; Children's Legal Bureau Inc.; End Child Prostitution, Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT)-Philippines; Holy Spirit Center for Women Interacting for New Growth and Services (WINGS); Belen sa Cebu; Karl Kubel Stiftung fir Kind und Familie; the European Commission, Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD); and the University of San Carlos spearheaded by Frs. Max Abalos and Roderick Salazar, Pres. of the USC.

--------------------

http://www.thefreeman.com/local/index.php?fullstory=1&issue=articles_20050212&id=27639
FUNDING LURKS BEHIND CEBU SEX TOURISM PR

February 12, 2005

Cebu City Mayor Tomas Osmena and City Anti-Indecency Board chairman Rene Josef Bullecer believe fund-raising is the very intent of the Consortium Against Trafficking of Children and Women for Sexual Exploitation (Catch- Wise) in coming out with a press release saying Cebu is one of the top five areas for child prostitution and sex tourism in the country.

“I really don’t know how to comment on that because I don’t know what happen in other places. But you know what is strange is that you have to be careful with some NGOs because they do that for assistance from foreign governments,” Osmena said when sought for comment in a news conference yesterday afternoon.

It dismayed Osmena that the consortium even accused his leadership of the lack of political will in addressing the problem when the city has various programs for women and children.

“We don’t promote sex tourism here. I had long asked our NGO counterparts in the local development council to see what we can do in attacking the problem in Sanciangko and Kamagayan. I know police action can’t solve the problem. It’s too embedded,” Osmena said.

On the other hand, Bullecer pointed out there is no such thing as sex trade in the city. He said there are lewd shows during nighttime, 80 percent are happening at the Mactan area.

Also, Bullecer told reporters earlier that he has doubts on the probity of the data released by non-governmental organizations that composed Catch- Wise as the study is funded by a member of the European Commission.

A German-based foundation, Karl Kubel Stiftung, reportedly finances Catch-Wise in implementing its project called “Capacity building program for civil society organizations and local government units to prevent child and woman trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation.”

Bullecer said it is very clear the consortium just wanted to make money out of the supposed study because this will then become basis for release of foreign funds.

Further, Bullecer said the European Commission just wants to create a scenario in order to justify the legalization of prostitution, sex trade, and the use of contraceptives here in the long run.

Based on the Catch-Wise report, the Philippines is not only considered fourth among the nine nations with 60,000 to 100,000 children in prostitution but also identified as source transit and destination country for internationally trafficked persons.

The report stipulated that Filipino women are trafficked across the international boarders to destinations in Asia, Europe, Middle East and North America and many of them are forced to work in the sex industry.

It further revealed that of the approximately 7.4 million overseas Filipino workers in many parts of the world, it is estimated that 1. 62 million of them are irregular migrants and many are suspected to be victims of trafficking. 

The report mentioned that in the Visayas, Cebu has often been the destination point of internal and domestic trafficking of children as young as 11 to 17 years old from Samar, Bohol, Leyte, Negros, and Bacolod and is also considered as one of the top five areas for child prostitution and sex tourism. — Cristina C. Birondo and Jasmin R. Uy

-----------------------

http://www.reuters.co.in/locales/c_newsArticle.jsp;:41f96db9:5095704f422994ad?type=worldNews&localeKey=en_IN&storyID=7458444
BRAZIL FIGHTS CHILD SEX AMID CARNIVAL TOURISM BOOM

Fri January 28, 2005 3:52 AM GMT+05:30

By Andrei Khalip

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (Reuters) - It's nearly Carnival time in Rio de Janeiro and Marcela, 15, puts a thong and black fishnet dress on her otherwise naked, practically breastless body every night and goes hunting for clients.

But the skinny Brazilian girl who debuted in the oldest profession at just 13 complains she can no longer visit as many bars and hotels as her older colleagues can and is losing customers even though there are many lewd tourists around.

The government is trying to clamp down on underage prostitution that serves Brazilians and tourists alike, and it hopes to put an end to Brazil's reputation as a top sex tourism destination.

"It used to be easier, but now some places are shut for me and many clients are scared. Even my fake ID saying I'm 18 doesn't help much," she says after spending the night in cheap, crowded bars of the Vila Mimosa red-light district where age control is lax. She still made about $40 with two clients.

In her day-time attire consisting of a T-shirt with cartoon characters, shorts and flips-flops, Marcela looks even younger than her age. "I still need to help my family," she says.

On Wednesday, a government report, the first of its kind, showed nearly one fifth of Brazilian cities have well-organized underage prostitution rings, a third of them in the poor northeast. The government wants to reduce by half the number of municipalities involved in this by half already by next year.

It launched a nationwide campaign against such abuse this month just as the country is preparing for its famous Carnival bash. The pre-Lenten festival draws hordes of tourists, many of whom are lured by steamy samba parades with nude dancers and all-night parties where condoms are distributed for free.

"We want to show that this is a country that fights sexual exploitation of children in an organized way, that this is a hideous crime which means jail," Tourism Minister Walfrido dos Mares Guia said on Thursday while presenting the campaign in Rio -- the main entry point for tourists in Brazil.

A media campaign is aimed at citizens who are asked to report such cases. Tourists and those working in the tourism industry are reminded that having sex with the underage or procuring can land them in jail for up to 10 years.

Hotlines to report the crime have been set up and have police made various arrests, including pimps on Rio beaches who had albums with pictures of young girls and boys for tourists to order. Several charter flights from Italy organized by a ring that dealt in child sex have been canceled.

All hotel receptionists will sign a clause banning check-in of guests accompanied by youths if they are not related.

ALTERNATIVE JOBS NEEDED FOR THE YOUNG

The clampdown alone does not resolve the problem as needy girls and boys stay in the business for the money.

"What is being exploited is economic and moral misery of the youths," said Renato Chiera, an Italian priest who works in shelters for street kids and crusades against sex abuse.

"The state must invest in education, jobs, create an alternative for them. Without it the market is just becoming clandestine, more professional, said Chiera, who is based in northeastern Fortaleza, which he calls the capital of sex tourism.

Charter flights full of single European men arrive weekly in the northeast and girls and boys can often be seen peddling sex on esplanades in full view of police. Chiera says he often sees the girls, sometimes as young as 12, playing with dolls on the curb while waiting for clients.

Sidney Alves Costa, program coordinator at the Tourism Ministry, told Reuters the plan envisages training and the creation of jobs for young people in new tourism ventures.

Carlos Basilia, coordinator with nongovernmental group Brazilian Institute for Innovations in Social Health, hailed the new campaign's permanent character as it does not end after Carnival as previous attempts have done in the past.

But the illegal market quickly adapts to attempts to eradicate it. Instead of picking up men in well-known bars, underage prostitutes start working with familiar clients in rented flats. Foreigners on organized "sex tours" come separately rather than on one flight.

Trafficking of prostitutes to Europe is another problem that federal police and Interpol are tackling.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-sextour9feb09,1,2759766.story?coll=la-headlines-world&ctrack=1&cset=true
BRAZIL: SEEDY KIND OF TOURISM BOOM

Underage prostitution lures European men to Brazil's northern coast. Officials face a daunting task fighting so lucrative a trade in cities so poor.

By Henry Chu, Times Staff Writer

Los Angeles Times: February 9, 2005

FORTALEZA, Brazil — On the outside, the Villa Veneto is just another of the nondescript high-rise hotels catering to the foreign visitors who flock to this beachside resort town.

But take a look inside, and something unusual becomes apparent. A large number of the hotel's clientele, it seems, fit a particular profile: single, middle- aged European men, some overweight, others balding, and many in the company of scantily dressed, attractive young Brazilian women less than half their age.

These aren't businessmen in town for a convention. Chances are, authorities say, they're sex tourists, men seeking flesh for sale thousands of miles from home, in a land where they are anonymous and, by local standards, fabulously rich.

Over the last several years, Fortaleza and other cities along Brazil's northern coast have increasingly become magnets for what officials lament are the wrong kinds of visitors. Travel agencies in countries such as Italy and Germany openly market tour packages to Brazil that include the services of female escorts, sometimes girls barely into their teens.

Now officials here are trying to stop the burgeoning trade, even as events around the world threaten to thwart them.

"UNICEF and international groups have really had their eyes trained on Asia," where sex tourism has long been a problem, said Patricia Campos of Cedeca, a local human rights group. Because of that, "there's been a migration of tourists of this kind to the northeast of Brazil — to Fortaleza, Natal, Recife. With the recent [tsunami] catastrophe in Asia, we're afraid that this shift will intensify."

Fighting it, however, means taking on the law of supply and demand in one of the poorest parts of the country, where thousands live in miserable slums and prostitution is often seen as a quick way out. Paid sex is allowed in Brazil; only pimping is illegal. Another twist in the law makes it difficult even to arrest men who pay for sex with girls between the ages of 14 and 18, although legislators are hoping to close that loophole.

To reverse the influx of sex tourists, authorities are faced with the daunting task of dismantling an industry that involves not just the hookers and their customers, but cabbies, hoteliers and even real estate agents, all of whom have cornered their own bit of profit from the traffic in sex.

Ask almost any taxi driver, for example, and he'll know how to fix you up with a girl — or boy — to your liking, for an extra tip. Hotel clerks, their bosses bent on boosting occupancy, look the other way when guests bring back paid companions, even those who appear to be minors. Real estate agents unload properties on free-spending foreigners planning on holding sexual encounters there for themselves and others.

"There's a network of sexual exploitation that we didn't know about, that has been invisible," said Luizianne Lins, Fortaleza's newly elected mayor. "The right to sexual pleasure is a human right. But when you cross the Atlantic in order … just to do this, there's something wrong."

As a city councilwoman, Lins was the chief author of a report in 2002 that delved into the phenomenon of sex tourism and criticized authorities for doing little to combat it.

Last month, Italian police arrested a travel agent who allegedly arranged trips to Brazil for customers interested in having sex with underage girls. And in October, officers here arrested a German resident of Fortaleza who allegedly used the Internet to help set up visiting Europeans with prostitutes, as well as send local girls to Germany to work as hookers there.

But such arrests have been few and far between in this city of 2 million people, in a region almost legendary for its poverty. In history and in literature, Brazil's nordestinos, the men and women of the northeast, are the country's down-and-outs, battered by droughts, forced to fan out across the country in search of work and sometimes so destitute they starve to death.

Turning tricks earns 20-year-old Joanaina Dias Matos a few hundred dollars a month, much more than the national monthly minimum wage of about $95. If she plays her cards right — some flattery here, an extra bit of flirting there — Matos can score gifts and drinks and a little extra to put away for her two children.

She divides her time between Iracema Beach and the Beira Mar district, two popular hangouts, where evidence of prostitution is obvious, and so is a bad aftertaste of colonialism. Tables along the seaside promenade are filled night after night with raucous groups of male European tourists quaffing beer, chatting in German, Italian and French, and slinging pale arms around thin, dark-skinned local girls.

Petite and self-assured, dressed in a tube top and a tiny blue wraparound skirt, Matos looks barely 15, a youthfulness that has served to her advantage.

"The men always say, 'I want them young.' They don't believe I'm 20," she said with a tiny smirk. Her normal fee for sex is about $18, or more now that it's the Brazilian summer; in low season, the price can drop to about $10.

Fortaleza's rise as a travel destination has been relatively recent compared with cities such as Rio de Janeiro or Salvador. It began to take off during the 1980s, marketed as an attractive option because of its proximity to Europe, affordability and pristine beaches.

It didn't take long for tour operators to discover that spicing their packages with the promise of sex could be lucrative.

"These companies were making a good profit. But these companies have seen that it's very easy here to have sex — not only easy and cheap, but also very safe, because Brazil is a developing country with the best AIDS-control program in the world," said Thomas Wlassak of the country's federal police.

Soon, men started filling the seats of regular and charter flights bound for northeastern Brazil from Europe. In 2000, for instance, 78% of the tourists who came to Fortaleza were men, the overwhelming majority between the ages of 26 and 50, according to the report on sex tourism issued three years ago.

Whether a newly announced crackdown on the trade will have much effect remains to be seen. A report released last month by the federal government said that one-fifth of Brazilian cities had underage prostitution rings. Authorities, who want to cut the number in half, have launched a national campaign.

Posters at the airport warn that sexual exploitation is a crime. Officials are trying to persuade hotel and taxi operators to adhere to a code of conduct against aiding and abetting prostitution.

They hope that the recent arrests in Italy and here in Fortaleza will deter those tempted to pander, but Wlassak said procurers were already finding new ways to thwart police.

"They're changing their modus operandi. Now they're buying houses near to the beaches and the city and taking the tourists there, because we don't have so much access to these houses," he said. "We have to ask the judge to issue a warrant to get inside these houses. It's very much harder. It's very difficult to investigate these people."

Activists complain that the government's nice-sounding words aren't backed up by the necessary funds. An earlier statewide plan to centralize social services for street children and boost the number of police officers who work with minors received only $500,000 last year, far short of the $2.6 million needed, said Marcia Cristine Oliveira of the children's advocacy group Curumins.

"It doesn't help to have a thousand different ideas and not have the money to do any of it," Oliveira said.

Matos, the 20-year-old, wants a better life for her 5-year-old daughter. Her voice momentarily wistful as she got ready to hit the beach again, she said, "Hopefully Brazil will be better then than it is now."

--------------------------------
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