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AUSTRALIAN HELD IN BALI ON CHILD SEX CHARGES 

The Sidney Morning Herald , January 8, 2004

An Australian man working as a teacher in Bali has been arrested and accused of illegally having sex with two teenage boys under a bridge.

The 51-year-old Canberra man was arrested yesterday in the town of Karangasem on the eastern coast of the tourist island, an Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade spokeswoman told AAP.

Police were still questioning the man and had not specified the charges against him, she said.

But local police spokesman Lieutenant-Colonel Agus Martanto said the man had allegedly sexually abused two 14-year old boys under a bridge in the town on two occasions earlier this month.

Underage prostitution - both male and female - is common in Bali. Indonesia hosted a regional conference on the child sex trade in Denpasar last month.

There have also been reports that foreign paedophiles are increasingly targeting the island, although there have been few arrests of foreign men.

Corrupt law enforcement officials and poverty that forces families to sell their children into the sex trade are often cited as reasons for the practice.

DFAT said the man was being questioned with his lawyer and had been offered consular assistance by Australian diplomats based in Bali.

Martanto said the Australian had been teaching English at a government-run tourism academy in Karangasem since 1996.

He said police hoped to complete their initial investigation later this afternoon.

AAP
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AUSSIE PAEDOPHILES SWOOP ON BALI 

AAP/AP

The Herald Sun, 16 January 04

PAEDOPHILES from Australia are increasingly targeting Bali, and last week's arrest of a Canberra man on the island is only the tip of the iceberg, child protection advocates warned at a think tank yesterday.

"Since the bombing in Bali, Australian paedophiles have gotten cockier," Natalie McCauley, training program director for child protection group Child Wise said.

"The massive increase in poverty in Bali has led to a massive increase in vulnerability, and paedophiles are setting themselves up in communities here."

She said they were using the internet to spread the message that Bali is much more vulnerable to exploitation following the October 2002 bombing that killed 202 people, including 88 Australians.

The terrorist attack devastated the island's tourism-dependent economy, forcing many people out of legitimate work and into sex work. 

While there has been an increase in security along the main tourist strip, Kuta, to protect the island from similar attacks, there is a general level of tolerance towards child sex tourism and police have the reputation of being easy to bribe, McCauley said.

Child Wise estimates "thousands" of Australians are coming to Bali every year to sexually abuse children, but Indonesian police figures show just four foreigners - in addition to 25 locals - were prosecuted on the island for such crimes in 2003.

"Last week's arrest could be the turning point for Bali," McCauley said.

"Indonesian police are getting tougher on paedophilia, and the pattern of paedophiles shows they will avoid places where they think they will get caught."

The 51-year-old Canberra man was arrested in Karangasem on the island's eastern coast, where he had been teaching English at a local school since 1996.

He is being investigated over accusations of illegally having sex with two teenage boys, aged 16 and 14. If charged and convicted under Indonesian law, he faces up to five years' jail.

Australian child sex tourism law carries a maximum jail term of 17 years, but the difficulty of collecting evidence from remote locations means only 16 Australians have been prosecuted since 1995.

Of these, most offences occurred in South-East Asia and the youngest victim was six-years-old.

Enhancing the effectiveness of this law is one aim of the two-day think tank, which involves government tourism representatives from Thailand, Cambodia, Burma, Philippines and Vietnam, as well as the Australian Federal Police.

Delegates expect to approve a travellers code of ethics to be put on immigration cards in ASEAN (Association of South-East Asian Nations) countries.

They also aim to work out the legalities of implementing a black-list against known paedophiles travelling around the region and set up a regional plan of action to stem the flow of sex trafficking throughout the ASEAN region, encouraging people to report suspicious incidents to police.

In a speech to open the think tank, Australian consul-general to Bali Brent Hall said "the dark side to tourism is child sex tourism" and it was spreading across South-East Asia.

To help eradicate the problem, Australia is funding several aid programs and has signed bi-lateral agreements with ASEAN countries, he said.

Meanwhile, the United States is investigating a suspected child sex ring on Bali, an official said.

Theresa Nibblet, a senior official at the US Department of Homeland Security, said the department opened an investigation following a tip-off. She did not provide details and it was not immediately clear how - or if - Americans were involved.

The United States has cracked down on child exploitation since it passed a law in April last year to strengthen punishment against Americans who commit child sex offences overseas, Nibblet said at a regional conference in Singapore.
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QUESTIONS RAISED OVER CHILD SEX SCANDAL 

AM - Monday, 19 January , 2004 08:08:18

Reporter: Tim Palmer

DAVID HARDAKER: To Bali now, and the scandal surrounding the former Australian diplomat William Brown, who this morning is in a prison cell charged with child sex crimes.

Balinese boys who allege they were sexually abused by the former diplomat have described the incidents saying he paid them the equivalent of $1.50 to have sex with them.

Brown has reportedly admitted doing something foolish but not the rapes of which he's accused.

Beyond Bali though the incident is still raising questions over how a man officially listed in 1996 as a suspect by Foreign Minister Alexander Downer, and apparently investigated by both Federal Police and a special inquiry, should have been able to travel freely for another seven years.

Indonesia Correspondent Tim Palmer travelled to the Balinese province of Karangasem for this report.

(sound of footsteps through undergrowth)

TIM PALMER: From the steep and green plot of land, the views of Balinese rice fields and beyond to the island’s biggest volcano are staggering, but the house the Australian man, known here as “Tony” started to build in this village of Gelumpang, now looks unlikely to be finished.

It was here that two boys, aged 13 and 15, and from their appearance it would be impossible to think them any older, came to know the former diplomat whose real name is William Brown.

Fifteen-year-old Ida Bagus.

(sound of Ida Bagus speaking)

“We met him. He took us and our friends to the river and to the beach,” he said. “He gave us money and we went home. Then in November he forced me to have sex. He paid sometimes 5,000, 10,000 or 20,000 rupiah,” says the boy. That’s between around 80c and $3.

It was when the two boys here complained that William Brown was arrested and placed in a Balinese jail, nearly eight years after he was investigated by Australian Federal Police, and a special inquiry into suspected paedophile diplomats.

The head of Karangasem Police says William Brown has admitted the allegations of sexually assaulting the boys 10 times. But as we leave past his cell, William Brown indignantly responds that while he’d done some foolish things, he certainly didn’t make admissions to the extent police say he did.

But just how far his foolishness went around here is hard to gauge.

In another nearby village he stayed with a family whose young son he adopted and who he now sponsors through law college. A local man, Katuit Pang (phonetic) says William Brown came back from Jakarta early last year with two other small boys.

(Sound of Katuit Pang speaking)

“He took them to the Tirtagangga pools and to the beach,” the man says, telling us he estimated the boys were about nine or 10 years old.

Police here say they believe fear and shame are stopping other boys from making allegations. What the investigators have established is how easily William Brown moved around Indonesia and beyond after he was declared a person of interest by the Australian Federal Police and Foreign Minister Alexander Downer in 1996, and after he’d been photographed by notorious paedophile Robert "Dolly" Dunn in Lombok in that same year.

Brown later had teaching jobs in Bali, Jakarta and nearby Bogor. He travelled to Indonesia provinces as far away as Sumatra, Ambon, and Batam, an area now considered a sex tourism hot spot.

Police here believe he spent six months in India and he made a number of visits back to Australia. Nothing raised in 1996 appeared to have the slightest impact on his way of life. In fact, allegations about William Brown go back as far as the early 80s, the time he worked for Australia’s aid agency in the Jakarta Embassy before being recalled amid a scandal.

It appears it took two slightly built teenagers to go to the police in this poor district of Bali before William Brown’s long, but apparently until now only questionable lifestyle, was brought before a real examination.

In Karangasem, this is Tim Palmer for AM.
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