Bush’s stand on sex tourism and trafficking rebuked
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EXCERPTS FROM BUSH’S U.N. ADDRESS

…A third challenge we share is a challenge to our conscience. We must act decisively to meet the humanitarian crises of our time. The United States has begun to carry out the Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, aimed at preventing AIDS on a massive scale, and treating millions who have the disease already.

 

We have pledged 15 billion dollars over five years to fight AIDS around the world. My country is acting to save lives from famine as well. We are providing more than 1.4 billion dollars in global emergency food aid, and I have asked the United States Congress for 200 million dollars for a new famine fund, so we can act quickly when the first signs of famine appear. Every nation on every continent should generously add their resources to the fight against disease and desperate hunger.

 

There is another humanitarian crisis, spreading and yet hidden from view. Each year, an estimated eight to nine hundred thousand human beings are bought, sold, or forced across the world's borders. Among them are hundreds of thousands of teenage girls, and others as young as five, who fall victim to the sex trade. This commerce in human life generates billions of dollars each year -- much of which is used to finance organized crime.

 

There is a special evil in the abuse and exploitation of the most innocent and vulnerable. The victims of the sex trade see little of life before they see the very worst of life -- an underworld of brutality and lonely fear. Those who create these victims, and profit from their suffering, must be severely punished. Those who patronize this industry debase themselves and deepen the misery of others. And governments that tolerate this trade are tolerating a form of slavery.

 

This problem has appeared in my own country, and we are working to stop it. The PROTECT Act, which I signed into law this year, makes it a crime for any person to enter the United States, or for any citizen to travel abroad, for the purpose of sex tourism involving children. The Department of Justice is actively investigating sex tour operators and patrons, who can face up to 30 years in prison. Under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act, the United States is using sanctions against governments to discourage human trafficking.

 

The victims of this industry also need help from other members of the United Nations. And this begins with clear standards and the certainty of punishment under the laws of every country. Today, some nations make it a crime to sexually abuse children abroad. Such conduct should be a crime in all nations.

 

Governments should inform travelers of the harm this industry does, and the severe punishments that will fall on its patrons. The American government is committing 50 million dollars to support the good work of organizations that are rescuing women and children from exploitation, and giving them shelter, medical treatment, and the hope of a new life. I urge other governments to do their part.

 

We must show new energy in fighting back an old evil. Nearly two centuries after the abolition of the Transatlantic slave trade ... and more than a century after slavery was officially ended in its last strongholds ... the trade in human beings for any purpose must not be allowed to thrive in our time.

….
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BUSH BRINGS DOUBLE STANDARD TO U.N., GROUPS CHARGE

Center for Health and Gender Equity

Bush Policies Undercut Support for Victims of Sex Trade

Global Restrictions on HIV/AIDS, International Family Planning Harm Victims

September 23, 2003--In today's speech to the United Nation's, President Bush included sex trafficking among the three priority areas that require the "urgent attention and moral clarity" of the world community. However, the President's rhetorical support for victims of human trafficking itself lacks moral clarity, as it obscures the realities of the Bush administration's own policies, which place onerous restrictions on the very programs poised to aid victims of the sex trade worldwide in particular, and to assist women generally.

According the Center for Health and Gender Equity (CHANGE), the president's words demonstrate once again that he is willing to stretch the truth when it suits his political purposes, even on life-or-death humanitarian issues, and to let ideology take precedence over good public policy.

"The President has consistently undercut family planning and other reproductive health services desperately needed by women worldwide, including most recently by cutting off funds to six organizations working to prevent HIV infection among women in refugee settings," stated Jodi Jacobson, Executive Director of the Center for Health and Gender Equity. Moreover, the Administration lobbied to limit funding for HIV prevention programs aimed at reducing the growing risk of infection among women and girls worldwide, and supported ideologically-driven restrictions on funding for organizations working with women in prostitution. "Women everywhere need these services and are dying daily from the lack of them, yet the administration continues to politicize women's lives for its own gains," stated Jacobson.

In his speech, President Bush also continued to mislead the international community on the scope and content of his Emergency Plan for AIDS relief. "President Bush once again repeated his now-empty promise of $15 billion in U.S. funding for global AIDS relief," noted Jacobson. In fact, he requested less than $2 billion dollars for global AIDS for next year, and the White House lobbied to hamstring the Global Fund and other multilateral efforts to address AIDS."

"The President appears unwilling either to face the truth or to speak honestly about the adverse effects of his Administration's policies on women worldwide, " states Jacobson. "These 'sins of omission' coupled with persistent rhetorical support for funding on which he never follows up have undermined the Administration's credibility on a range of issues, including the global AIDS pandemic," Jacobson states.
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BUSH STAND ON SEX TRADE MEETS SKEPTICISM 

The Guardian (UK), Thursday September 25, 2003 12:29 AM

By NICK WADHAMS, Associated Press Writer

UNITED NATIONS (AP) - Human rights groups were skeptical Wednesday about President Bush's demands that foreign nations crack down on the international sex trade, saying the problem can only be solved by addressing root causes like poverty and poor education.

Bush, in his speech Tuesday to the General Assembly, said U.N. members states should crack down on sex tours - when people travel abroad for sex, often with children - and the practice of selling people into sexual slavery.

About 50,000 people are trafficked into the United States, mainly from Russia, Ukraine, Poland, Latin America and Southeast Asia, according to State Department figures.

Bush said all nations should adopt laws criminalizing the sexual abuse of children.

He said the United States is committing $50 million to organizations that give shelter and medicine to exploited women and children, but did not say whether that money was new or already allocated. The United States is investigating sex tour operators and their patrons, he said.

While the money is welcome, Jodi Jacobson, executive director of the Center for Health and Gender Equity, said the United States has not done enough to fight related issues like AIDS. Jacobson said the United States was trying to portray those caught in sexual trafficking as victims, while branding prostitutes with a ``scarlet letter.''

``At the end of the day, what's the difference between a child that is trafficked, and a child that, because they've become an AIDS orphan, has no other way out than to sell themselves on the street?'' Jacobson said.

The Bush administration has promised $15 billion for five years to combat AIDS abroad, but Congress has only earmarked $2 billion of the $3 billion available for 2004. That made Jacobson wary about whether Bush actually would fund the battle against the sex trade.

Rights groups also opposed a part of the AIDS bill denying funds to any group or organization working with female prostitutes that does not have a policy explicitly opposing prostitution.

``You cannot straitjacket the groups that are working with trafficking survivors,'' said Ritu Sharma, executive director of the advocacy group Women's Edge Coalition. ``They're not condoning prostitution. They're facing a reality that in order to get women out of those situations safely, you have to work with those women, you have to have access to them.''

The United States estimates that anywhere between 700,000 and 4 million people, mostly women and children, are taken each year and sold into the sex trade or forced labor.

ECPAT-USA, a group fighting the sexual exploitation of children, urged the United States to pressure the travel industry to better inform people about the sex trade. The group estimates that 25 percent of the world's sex tourists are American.

The group also called on the United States to sign the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child. The United States and Somalia are the only two countries that have not signed it.
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