SUNS #5870 Monday 12 September 2005

Patent filings up last year, says WIPO

Geneva, 7 Sep (Kanaga Raja) -- The number of international patent

applications filed in 2004 through the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) of

the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) was 122,408,

representing a growth of 6.3% over the previous year, WIPO said Wednesday.

The number of international patent applications filed up to August this year

is 62,825. WIPO has forecast a total of some 130,100 PCT filings for the

whole of this year.

According to Dr Francis Gurry, Deputy Director-General of WIPO, there has

been a healthy demand in PCT filings, with the increase in demand coming

mainly from Japan (16% growth), Korea (20.4%) and China (31.8%).

WIPO also reported that there had been 1,176 Internet domain name disputes

last year. Since 2000, there has been some 23,000 Internet domain name

disputes.

Meanwhile, the number of international trademark applications received by

WIPO last year through its Madrid System for International Registration of

Marks was 29,482, representing an increase of 23.5% over the previous year.

The International Trademark System, administered by WIPO, is governed by two

treaties, namely the Madrid Agreement for the International Registration of

Trademarks and the Madrid Protocol.

According to WIPO Assistant Director-General, Ernesto Rubio, the large

increase in growth of trademark applications was mainly due to the accession

of the US to the Madrid Protocol in November 2003.

For the first eight months of this year, some 22,610 trademark applications

were filed, representing an 18.1% increase over the same period last year.

The top three designated countries in terms of registrations and subsequent

designations for the period January-August 2005 were China (7,873),

Switzerland (7,768) and the Russian Federation (7,425). The US came fourth

with 6,749.

The top five holders of international registrations were Henkel (Germany),

Novartis (Switzerland), Janssen Pharmaceutica NV (Belgium), L'Oreal (France)

and Unilever (Netherlands). +

