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Need for new people-centred development paradigm

 

Geneva, 5 Oct (Kanaga Raja) -- There is need for a new people-centred development paradigm that accounts for and respects cultural differences, human rights and the environment, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the 2012 Social Forum (1-3 October, Geneva) has recommended.

 

The Social Forum took place in accordance with a resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council in April.

 

In the resolution (A/HRC/RES/19/24), the Human Rights Council, reaffirming the Social Forum as a unique space for interactive dialogue between the United Nations human rights machinery and various stakeholders, decided that the Social Forum, to meet for three working days in 2012, should focus on the theme "People-centred development and globalisation".

 

It highlighted in particular: (a) People-centred development and global governance in an era of multiple challenges and social transformation; (b) promoting measures and actions for participatory development and democratic governance, including through the role of civil society and social movements at the grassroots, local and national levels; and (c) enhancing a globally enabling environment for development, including through the international financial system, which should support sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, sustainable development and hunger and poverty eradication in developing countries, while allowing for the coherent mobilisation of all sources of financing for development.

 

In a closing statement, the Chairperson-Rapporteur for the 2012 Social Forum, Ambassador Alya Al-Thani of Qatar, said that given the ongoing financial crisis, recent discussions at UNCTAD-13 and Rio+20, the growing call for development that is founded in principles of equality, participation and justice, and the forthcoming dialogues for a post-Millennium Development Goal development agenda, the 2012 Social Forum's discussion of people-centred development and globalisation has been timely and relevant.

 

On "people-centred development", the Chair said participants (at the Social Forum) agreed on the need for a new development paradigm that accounts for people's basic needs, is respectful of their rights and is responsive to their demands. Participants emphasised that existing development efforts had often failed to meet this standard by focusing on quantitative macroeconomic progress without addressing the underlying structural inequalities that "continue to plague our societies, the mental and physical wellbeing of persons and the long-term sustainability of humanity's actions".

 

"Participants called for a holistic, human-rights based approach to development that accounts for the perspectives of diverse stakeholders including indigenous peoples, minorities, migrants, women, youths and older persons."

According to the Chair, participants agreed that, in order to achieve a people-centred development paradigm, development should be locally driven. In other words, development initiatives should be directly responsive to the people they aim to benefit. However, participants also emphasised the importance of creating a globally enabling environment for this type of development which raises the second central theme of the Social Forum, globalisation.

 

According to participants, recent events have highlighted humanity's common challenges that include addressing the financial crisis, mitigating climate change, combating poverty and promoting peace in areas of conflict and instability.

 

"In the face of these common challenges, globalisation may be viewed as both a problem and a solution. On the one hand, globalisation increases our vulnerability and interdependence. On the other hand, globalisation opens the door for technology sharing, mutual support through trade and investment, and other forms of international solidarity."

 

Participants argued that equitable distribution of the benefits of globalisation and the democratisation of international institutions are essential to furtherance of a people-centred development paradigm. This interconnectedness of the two central themes of the Social Forum repeatedly revealed itself throughout the proceedings of the Social Forum.

 

The Chair highlighted that the panel discussions and interactive dialogues provided an opportunity for participants to explore specific issues related to people-centred development and globalisation in greater depth creating an ideal framework for the genesis of action-oriented and practical conclusions and recommendations.

 

The panel discussion on participatory development emphasised the importance of participation and solidarity as a basis for development. Panellists observed, among other things, that participation is a norm of solidarity, that when people and small communities unite, they form entities stronger than their collective whole, and that older persons who remain active in society have longer, healthier and more productive lives.

 

The panel discussion on democratic governance discussed the importance of democratic governance at the local, regional and international levels. Panellists called for the democratisation of international institutions like the World Bank and the Security Council, increased local control over natural resources and examination of local human rights-based movements. They repeatedly emphasised the structural properties of poverty and the importance of human rights, including the right to participation, as a basis for democratic governance and overcoming structural poverty.

 

On the panel discussions on social movements that highlighted the importance of strong civil society involvement to the promotion of people-centred development, the Chair said that social movements to promote women's rights, fair trade, a new development paradigm, financial regulatory reform, social justice and human rights embody people-centred development and play a critical role within society that should be recognised and, where appropriate, honoured as a valuable form of speech and participation rather than stomped out.

 

On the panel discussions that were dedicated to the subject of financing for development particularly as it relates to mobilising resources and creating a globally enabling environment for development, the Chair said: "Panellists agreed that the existing financial system perpetuated inequities, remained vulnerable to crises and inhibited development. They proposed concrete solutions for the promotion of a people-centred approach to financing for development that included a financial transaction tax, an independent sovereign debt arbitration mechanism, the elimination of tax shelters, the redistribution of tax burdens and the re-prioritisation of government spending."

 

These presentations emphasised the importance of not accepting excuses for failing to meet development goals as panellists agreed that such failures stem from the inequitable distribution of resources rather than lack of resources.

 

"This failing of macroeconomic policy was linked to inadequate participation of developing States and civil society in global financial institutions and similar failings in participation and governance at the national and local levels. Furthermore, panellists decried the injustice of a financial system in which relatively few States and persons control the majority of wealth, the gap between rich and poor continues to grow and developing States are unduly burdened by debt servicing."

 

The Chairperson-Rapporteur of the 2012 Social Forum went on to offer several preliminary conclusions and recommendations:

 

"1. We, as a society, must develop a new people-centred development paradigm that accounts for and respects cultural differences, human rights and the environment. The continued discussion and elaboration of concepts addressed by this Forum such as buenvivir, sustainable development, participatory development and financing for development offer guidance down this path and must be emphasised.

 

"2. As emphasised by a number of panellists, people-centred development entails local control over development priorities; however, it also requires a globally enabling environment for development. Adequate participation and representation of all persons at all levels of governance is critical to the fulfilment of these basic criteria for development.

 

"3. People-centred development must address the entirety of the human condition not just measures of economic growth. In this regard, development priorities should be equally concerned with the mental, physical and spiritual well-being of people with particular attention devoted to potentially marginalised or under-represented population groups such as women, children, minorities, indigenous peoples, persons with disabilities and older persons.

 

"4. Access to information, access to education, access to credit, access to work and access to adequate support networks are critical to the spread of ideas, the empowerment of persons and movements and the success of people-centred development. Measures should be taken to guarantee that all persons have access to the basic resources necessary for their success. In particular, people-centred development requires recognition of the value of human dignity, livelihoods and work as foundations for human well-being.

 

"5. The basic principle of solidarity, which applies equally to people and States, establishes that by working together we can accomplish more than if we work apart. We must draw upon our common humanity to pursue a vision of a shared future in which the enjoyment of all human rights including the right to development is realised for all. One important application of this concept is in the sharing of information, technology and innovation that is essential for the promotion of development.

 

"6. Particular attention to the elaboration and incorporation of the concepts discussed in this Social Forum should be part of the post-2015 development agenda and the establishment of Sustainable Development Goals.

 

"7. Development agendas must recognise that women traditionally and historically have skills and knowledge for livelihoods that ensure food security for all. Economic and social policies must recognise women as individual rights holders and not just as members of a family, household, or group. Women should be engaged in decision-making processes at all levels that impact their lives including in post-war/conflict development policies."

 

There are solutions to development problems if only adequate attention and political will can be focussed on realising them, said the Chair, drawing attention to several promising proposals from this year's Social Forum.

 

These include: (a) Implementing a Financial Transaction Tax to fund development initiatives; (b) Creating an independent international debt arbitration mechanism for States; (c) Increasing representation and participation of civil society and under-represented States in international institutions; (d) Promoting access to microcredit, information and justice; (e) Reforming financial institutions by taking into account human rights; (f) Adopting rules for responsible lending and borrowing and financial regulatory reform; (g) Fighting illicit financial flows; and (h) A more accommodating macroeconomic framework. 
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