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As Bonn talks end, G77/China calls for urgency and a “new mindset”

Bonn, 13 June (Meena Raman) -- While climate change is already threatening development, livelihoods and the very existence of many developing countries, there is not yet a sense of urgency among governments, said the Group of 77 and China at the closing of the meeting of the group on long-term cooperative action at the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

The climate crisis demands a “new mindset and approach” from all of us, said Ambassador Byron Blake, chair of the G77 and China. But the Group is concerned it had detected little appreciation for the approach needed to get the outcome in the year ahead.

The G77 and China statement was made as the Ad-Hoc Working Group on Long-Term Cooperative Action (AWG-LCA) concluded its second session on 12 June 2009 in Bonn. The Group, which is tasked with following up on the Bali Action Plan (BAP) adopted by the UNFCCC’s conference of parties in December 2007, had begun its work on 2 June. 

Following three workshops on 'Advancing adaptation through finance and technology', 'Development and transfer of technology' and 'Investment and financial flows to address climate change', a contact group was established which met five times to advance work on the BAP, addressing the elements of shared vision, mitigation, adaptation, technology and finance.  

Mr. Luiz Machado of Brazil , the Chair of the AWG-LCA, prepared a draft set of conclusions which was adopted by Parties. Among the major conclusions were the following:

· Parties are invited to submit ideas and proposals, and where appropriate and to the extent possible, specific textual proposals on the elements of the BAP, taking into account the interlinkages among the elements and the subparagraphs under each of the elements, in order to focus the consideration of all the five elements by the AWG-LCA.

· Parties are invited to submit ideas and proposals on the subjects of the AWG-LCA workshops scheduled for 2008.  (These workshops are on (1) reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation in developing countries, (2) cooperative sectoral approaches and sector-specific actions, (3) risk management and risk reduction strategies, (4) cooperation, research and development of current, new and innovative technology and (5) shared vision for long-term cooperative action).

· Subject to the availability of financial resources, the secretariat was invited to prepare and make available for consideration at its fourth session technical papers on (1) Challenges and opportunities for mitigation in the agricultural sector; (2) Mechanisms, including innovative insurance tools, that can be used to manage financial risks from direct impacts of climate change in developing countries, including consideration of unique circumstances of the most vulnerable developing countries, especially LDCs, SIDs and countries in Africa, and the design of appropriate mechanisms bringing together inputs from technical experts in the fields of insurance, reinsurance, and hazard assessment; (3) An update of the technical paper on investment and financial flows to address climate change and (4) An information note on adaptation related to activities within the United Nations system. 

Further, for the work programme for 2009, it was confirmed that four sessions would be held of a total duration of up to eight weeks to advance further work.

In the concluding statements, Slovenia for the EU said that there had been a fruitful exchange of ideas and proposals by parties. The progress in Bonn was one step further to reaching a common objective in 2009 and there was no time to waste. 

Ambassador Byron Blake from Antigua and Barbuda, for the G77 and China, said that the Group has always emphasized that climate change poses serious risks and challenges particularly to developing countries and therefore demands urgent global action and response. 

He said that the Group, “is concerned about the fact that while the adverse effects of climate change and associated phenomena threaten the sustainable development, livelihoods and the very existence of many developing countries and in particular Africa, the LDCs, the LLDCs, SIDs and disaster prone developing countries, the scientific evidence in support of our claim is now globally recognised and the COP in Bali established a plan for urgent immediate and long-term action; we are yet to see that urgency in response by Parties. 

“We have made some progress here but we must judge our progress against the COP resolution to urgently enhance the implementation of the convention in order to achieve its ultimate objective in full accordance with its principles and commitments.” 

The G77 and China said there is two-year period to produce the required programme and six months have expired. Against that clear mandate of the AWG-LCA's work towards enabling the full, effective and sustained implementation of the Convention through long-term cooperative action, now, up to and beyond 2012, the Group noted, with deep concern, the efforts on the part of some Parties to link AWG-LCA with other processes. 

“This threatens to dilute the goal of the AWG-LCA ,” said Blake.  “We wish to reiterate that the AWG-LCA builds upon other processes under the Convention but does not replace them. We heard all Parties express their desire to advance the Bali process. 

“However, we have also witnessed inconsistencies in their proposals with regards to enabling mechanisms such as national communications, the Nairobi Work Programme, financial mechanism, development and transfer of technology and capacity building. Progress on these issues is an integral part of the process of building trust and confidence and a demonstration of preparation to address the future. 

“The Bali Action of Plan is geared towards the enhancing action to enable the full, effective and sustained implementation of the convention. It requires us, on the basis of a shared vision for long-term cooperative action and in accordance with the provisions of the Convention, in particular the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capacities to do the following:

-- Make the monumental effort required to mitigate climate change, in the shortest possible time; 

-- Enhance the level of adaptation to the damage already done and that being done with each day we delay mitigation action; 

-- Provide for development and transfer of technology to support action on mitigation and adaptation; 

-- Provide the financial resources and investment to support action on mitigation adaptation and technology cooperation.

The magnitude of these requirements demands a new mindset and approach from all of us, said Blake.  “The Group is concerned that we have detected little appreciation for the approach we need to take to get to the quality recommendations which will be required in Poznan and more so in Copenhagen.”  (Poznan in Poland will host the 14th conference of Parties of the UNFCCC in December 2008 while Copenhagen will host the 15th COP in December 2009). 

The Group underscored its view that work during the upcoming sessions should be guided by the principles of the Convention and Parties' obligation to protect the climate system for the benefit of present and future generations of humankind on the basis of equity and in accordance with their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. In this regard, the Convention mandates developed country Parties to take the lead in combating climate change and its adverse effects. It is essential that this be proven, it said.

Selwin Hart from Barbados, speaking for AOSIS (Alliance of small island states) said that the group continues to believe that an ambitious and comprehensive outcome at Copenhagen remains within reach. “We are however concerned that AOASIS’ sense of urgency and level of ambition might not be shared by all Parties. The science is clear -- the opportunity to avoid irreversible and potentially unimaginable damage to the climate system will be lost if urgent and ambitious global efforts are not taken. 

“Our job is to translate this overwhelming scientific evidence into appropriate political response, guided by the BAP. The time for rhetoric and gamesmanship is over. We must act boldly and we must act together to protect our planet for future generations. We reject the notion that by being 'realistic' we should not be ambitious”.  

The Chair of the AWG-LCA in conclusion said that the Bonn sessions had advanced a common understanding of the issues and had provided many proposals and ideas. He invited Parties to submit concrete proposals of texts on all elements of the BAP to advance further work. He said that in order to facilitate future work, a scenario note will be issued as early as possible as a guidance to Parties.

The AWG-LCA is one of the subsidiary bodies of the UNFCCC meeting in Bonn.  Three other subsidiary bodies – the Ad hoc working group on further commitments for Annex I parties (developed countries) under the Kyoto Protocol, the Subsidiary Body for Implementation, and the Subsidiary Body on Scientific and Technological Advice, were still completing their work on Friday afternoon. 
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